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NOTICE OF NEXT MEETING: 15 NOVEMBER 2000
Hunter College North, the intersection of East 68th and Lexington, Manhattan; Room 710
Turn right out of elevator, go through doors, turn left and go to end of hall, the room is on the right
Executive Board: 6:00 P.M.
General Membership: 6:30 P.M.
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Minutes of the PANYC General Membership meeting: 27 September 2000.
President Geismar called the meeting to order at 6:36 P.M.

SECRETARY’S REPQRT: The minutes of the previous General Membership meeting were accepted with the
following corrections. Under PRESIDENT’S REPORT: tax-exempt “statue” should be “status”. Under URBAN
STANDARDS: at the beginning of the 4” line “standards” should be “standardized”

Stone reported Lillian Naar’s minutes were returned “addressee unknown™. It was suggested Stone contact Harris
to see if she has a current address for Naar. Stone passed around a draft of a new “Dues Renewal Notice” form for
comment. She noted the change of date when dues are due beginning next year because of the new by-laws. It was
suggested she add a “sub-committee membership” section to the form. Stone also report the success of adding the
dues-paid-through dates to the mailing .labels.

TREASURER'’S REPORT: Freeman reported a balance of $1731.55 in the PANYC treasury. She said people
who have not paid dues since 1998 havé been removed from our mailings. Some members thought the problem
could be address changes we are not aware of. Geismar will contact Robert Grumet and ‘Toni Silver about their
addresses.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT: President deismr stated PANYC has received not—for-prbﬁt status. She wrote letters
of thanks to the Columbia law students who worked on this.

Geismar wrote a letter in favor of including archaeology in the Lower East Side Historic District National Register
nomination. Dallal went to the hearing and read the letter. They were happy to report the district was nominated to
the NRHP and archaeology was included.

Geismar discussed the SAA letter writing campaign about a proposed amendment to the cultural properties
impiementation act. She ‘wrote a letter on behalf of PANYC.

]
Geismar reported Bonasera resigned as Vice President. According to the by-laws, the executive board elects
someone to fill the vacancy. Fitts was elected unanimously. This left a vacancy on the board. To fill the board
position, Geismar will ask Bonasera who received the most votes for board member in the last election of those not
elected. She will then ask this person to fill the rest of Fitts’ term on the board.

Geismar said both she and Dallal had been contacted by Ed Platt about PANYC co-sponsoring a public forum on
Staten Island archaeclogy. She said the executive board discussed the issue and determined it was not part of
PANYC’s mission. Geismar will write a letter to Plait to this affect and suggest he contact Staten Island
organizations for sponsorship.

Geismar asked McGowan for a copy of the MOA for City Hall Park and salcl PANYC would write a letter urging
the city to follow it.

Geismar discussed the fact that all of the archaeologists at the Landmarks Preservation Commission have let their
PANYC membership lapse. The membership felt she and Fitts should try to meet with the LPC archaeologists.
Geismar also said there is a new director of the Historic House Trust of New York City. She and Fitts will also set
up a meeting with this person. Geismar. will also contact the Central Park Conservancy to find out who is
responsible for archaeology.



ACTION: Spritzer had nothing to report.
AWARDS: Cantwell had nothing to report.

EVENTS: -Stone and other members related the upcoming events which didn’t make it into the calendar or are
noteworthy. These include an exhibit at Fordham University and a slide lecture by A. Gilbert on 10/24, a tour of
Raritan Landing on 10/27, and an ASNY field tip on 10/28. A web site has been set up for the Raritan Landing
site: www._raritanlanding. The NY Genealogical Society is hosting next year’s New Netherlands on 10/19/2001.

MEMBERSHIP: Stone will send membership application to Chris Matthews.

MET. CHAPTER NYSAA: Geismar reported on behalf of Lattanzi that Mike Papalardo spoke at the last meeting
on the Navy Yard ‘Burial ground. John Vetter will speak at the October 10 Met. Chapter meeting. Stone asked for
advance information on Met. Chapter events so she could put them in the PANYC events calendar. It was
suggested she write to Lattanzi and ask for this information. Conversely Geismar suggested Lattanzi be given
PANYC members email address to publicize his organization’s meetings. '

NYAC: Stone reported the upcoming NYAC meeting on October 14 in Binghamton. There will be a business
meeting followed by the presentation of student papers.

PUBLIC PROGRAM: Fitts set the date for the upcoming public program as April 1, 2001. He liked the format
used at last year’s program where speakers gave 15 minute presentations followed by a panel format for questions
and answers. He is formulating a theme for the program. Geismar will do a mark up of a flier for the program
which will include the speakers’ names. Fitts would like to get more publicity. He formed a committee with Rakos
and Freeman. Geismar suggested the public program mailing use stickers to seal the fliers rather than staples.

STONE STREET: Geismar suggested the removal of this committee from the agenda.

URBAN STANDARDS: Stone reporied the revised draft of Monitoring Guidelines is in the newsletter and the
committee would like to receive comments as soon as possible, but no later than years end, to coincide with the
winter NYAC meeting. ’

WEB SITE: Fitts spoke to Ricciardi who asked for more comments on the web site. Pickman said PANYC now
must consider a host for the site since we have received not-for-profit stams. Geismar will ask Rothschild about
using Columbia. Cantwell said Rutgers is not an option. Fitts said it may only cost $300 for 2 years to host our
own site.

NEW BUSINESS: Stone brought a copy of a Times article about a cemetery site which was mis-captioned.
Geismar said it should be published in the next newsletter. She will contact Bergoffen, whose picture was in the
article and pass a copy onto Killeen for the newsletter. '

Stone passed around a copy of a petition from Barbara Buske of MALFA about Croton Point Park. It was the
consensus that PANYC does not comment on issues outside of the city. However should members wish to support
the preservation of archaeological sites in Croton Point Park they should be encouraged to do so.

Geismar set meeting dates for most of the upcoming year: 11/15, 1/24, 3/21, 5/16, 9/12.

OLD BUSINESS: Geismar reported the PANYC publication sold out at our last public.progmm. A discussion
about reprinting it ensued. Geismar and Cantwell will investigate costs, ew... They ask members to review their
copies to see if the book needs updating. Geismar asked if the Kaplan Fund could publish it, now that we are not-
for-profit.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:40 P.M.
Respectfully submitted by L. Stone, PANYC Secretary.
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From: GILBERT@FORDHAM.EDU
To: lindastone@juno.com
Date: Mon, 25 Sep 2000 11:06:36 -0400
Subject: Bronx archaeology exhibit at Fordham—some pr
Message-ID: < OFE4D%C077.67068C99-ON85256965.0052A433@fire.fordham.edu >
Received: from mx1.boston.juno.com (mx1.boston.juno.com [63.211.172.33])
by m4_boston.junc.com with SMTP id AAAG6684UFAZSRX32 :
for <lindastone@juno.com> (sender < GILBERT@FORDHAM.EDU >);
Mon, 25 Sep.2000 11:07:49 -0400 (EST)
Received: from fire-gmip02.fire.fordham.edu (fire-smtp02.fire.fordham.edu [150.108.2.27])
by mx1.boston.juno.com with SMTP id AAAG6684UFAUECY42
for <lindastone@juno.com> (sender < GILBERT@FORDHAM EDU >);
Mon, 25 Sep 2000 11:07:49 -0400 (EST)
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii
Retmrn-Path: < GILBERT@FORDHAM.EDU >
X-MIMETrack: Serialize by Router on
fire-smip02.fire. fordham.eduw/FIRE(Release 5.0.4a |July 24,
2000) at 09/25/2000 11.07:52 AM

Linda,

Here is the press release information for the Bronx archaeology exhibit
I've just set up. Any distribution channels would be appreciated.

Allan

- What Lies Beneath:
Archaeology of Fordham and the Bronx

Fordham University has installed a major exhibit on Bronx archaeology in
the first floor exhibition space of its Walsh Family Library, located on

the university's Rose Hill campus at the corner of Fordham Road and Third
Avenue, ‘adjacent to Metro-North's Fordham Spation. The exhibit is -
extensively labeled and suitable for school visits (appomr.ments requn‘ed)
Individuals and small groups may visit any time during library open hours.
Several collections are represented in this show, wh:ch will run untl the

end of December, 2000.

Items from Fordham's own excavations at the Rose Hill manor (1694-1896)
include historical information on the manor's owners, models of the house
showing its modification over time, as well as artifacts and documents
reflecting upon life at St. John's College (established 1841), for which

the manor served as infirmary.

Pieces loaned from the large personal collection of Dr. Theodore Kazimiroff
illustrate Native American finds from Bronx locations, military munitions
and hardware recovered from the Revolutionary War site of Fort No. 8 (where
Bronx Community College now stands), and a collection of pre-Prohibition
beer bottles that invoke the important brewing indusiry that once operated

in New York: The late Dr. Kazimiroff was the former Bronx Historian and
founder of the Bronx County Historical Society.



ANNOQUNCEMENT TO THE MEMBERSHIP

NOMINATIONS REQUESTED FOR
- SPECIAL PANYC AWARD
FOR OUTSTANDING CONTRIBUTIONS MADE BY A NON ARCHAEOLOGIST TO
NEW YORK CITY ARCHAEOLOGY

PANYC (Professional Archaeologists of New York City) is pleased to request
nominations for a special award honoring non archaeologists or institutions who have made
outstanding contributions to the furtherance of New York City archaeology. Please send three
copied of letters of nomination documenting the nominee's qualifications to Anne-Marie
Cantwell, PANYC Awards Committee Chair, Apt. 5C, 14 Stuyvesant Oval, New York, New
York, 10009. Nominations must be received by February 15%, 2001. The award will be
presented at the PANYC Public Program at the Museum of the City of New York.



ANNOUNCEMENT

2001 BERT SALWEN AWARD
FOR THE BEST STUDENT PAPER ON NEW YORK CITY ARCHAEOLOGY

A prize of $100.00 will by awarded by Professional Archaeologists of New York City
(PANYC) to the author of the best paper on New York City archaeology written by a student in
fulfillment of an academic requirement. Although preference may be given to papers written
using materials from contract archaeology projects in the city, the competition is not limited to
such research. Both graduate and undergraduate students are urged to apply. Papers should not
e longer than 50 pages and must be submitted in triplicate. The deadline for submission is
February 15, 2001. Please send three copies of the manuscript to Anne-Marie Cantwell, PANYC
Awards Committee, Apt. 5C, 14 Stuyvesant Oval, New York, New York 10009. The Bert
Salwen Award will be presented at the annual PANYC Public Program at the Museum of the
City of New York in April 2001

PLEASE POST
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Some of the spectacular finds from the Brooklyn College excavations at the
Van Cortlandt House are also displayed. When the Van Cortlandt family
donated the house to the city in 1889, thousands of pieces of dinnerware

and glassware were discarded within pits on the property. These pits were
rediscovered in the early 1990s, and their contents retrieved. The
enormous assemblage containing nearly complete examples of Oriental export
porcelain, blue transfer printed pearlware, and assorted forms of
earthenware and bottles will provide researchers with sixdy materials on

the 19th century styles and tastes of the Van Cortlandt family for many.
years. -~

A slide-illustrated lecture and gallery tour by the exhibitors (Profs Allan
Gilbert of Anthropology and Roger Wines of History) is scheduled for
Tuesday, October 24, 2000 at 7 PM. The lecture will take place in the
Library's Flom Auditorium, after which attendees will retire to the exhibit
space for a tour and reception. ,
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What lies beneath

After the Civil War, Seneca Village was razed 1o make
way for Central Park. Now, 150 years later, the buried
community is coming back to life.

By Barnett Cohen

heexistenceof Seneca Villageisnogreat
Tmyslery. Plenty of New Yorkers have

heard of the pre-Civil War, largely
Alrican-American settlement, whichonce
stretched from 81st to 89th Streets, and
- from Seventh to Eighth Avenues, before
it was razed in 1857 to tmake way for Cen-
tral Park. But surprisingly littieis known
about the people who lived there.

Judging by accounts from that era, out-
siders viewed Sencca asasettlewent of dere-
licls and outcasts., Over the past decade,
however, historians have argued that such de-
scriptions simply reflect the bias of the lime;
Setieca, they say, was aclually a diverse ham-
let populated by the lower working-class.

Untilrecently, littlehad been done to confirm
thesespeculations. Now, nearly acentury anda
half after the village's destruction, three schol-
ars—Diana Wall, an anthropology professor at
City College; Nan Rothschild, an anthropology
professor at Barnard; and Cynthia Copeland of
‘the New York Hislorical Society—have speat-
headed an archacological effort to finally solve
the myslery of the people whoonce lived inour
ownbackyard,

After locating and deciphering hundreds of

r

PARK CITY I3 the history of Seneca Village buried
under Central Park near the West 8037
19th-century documents—mostly land sur-
veys, and census and church records—the trio
has been able to piece together clues about
Seneca'sinner-workings.

Not only were Alrican-Americans Lhe vil
lage's main occupants, they were alsoils prima-
ry landowners. In the 1800s, African-American
men needed toown at least $2650 worlhof prop-
erty to be eligible to vote in New York State elec:
tions. To qualify, many black entrepreneurs

Vame Uha ©3 o Voaly

bought cheap properly in Seneca. As a resull,
nen like Epiphany Davis, a black shipping mer-
chamt who worked at the South Stieel Sceaport,
conlrolled themajorily of Senecirealty.

Even more unusual, many of the Llack
landowners were also landlords—to whites.
Atthattime, mest whites would notrent orsell
to Irish nnmigrants, who were then flceing the
Petato Famine in droves. Those who seltled in
New York rented Seneca property [rom estab-

lished African-Americans.
The unusual racial mixlure of thiscon-
munily was reflecled in both family and
spiritual life. Of the three churches in
Seneca, at least one congregation, All
Angels (the largest), mirrored the local
elhnic  diversity: African-Americans,
German-Americans and Irish-Americans
worshiped there together. There was atleast

one interracial wedding in the village. Bt
while the Irish and German women gave birth
at Bellvue [espital, Alrican-Americans used
midwivesal home.

Although the scientists have skelched a
tough portrait of daily life in Seneca, they
believe that many more valuable clues remain
buried under Central Park’s landscape.
Hoping to confirm' their suspicions, the
researchers have scanned lhe arca with
pround radar; if significant evidence exists,
the team will push for a partial excavation.

Parks Commissioner Henry Stern renains
tentalive about whether permission will be
granted, Still, one of these days your favorite
picuic spot may be converted into an archaeo-
logical dig.

-
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Tuesdiy, July 4, 2000 DALLY NEWS

. . .
Unearthing our pag‘t "
vanished 143 years ago. But at [ast a search 1s being lauached to
ﬁnlctj the remaina S:’; Seﬁgzu Village, the storied African-American
and Irish-American shantytown that was flartened to make way for
. )
C%r}t;;: }I;:;er occasion than July 4 to recall the of one of the
city's earllest setrlements of bieck homeovwners who lived side by
313:: with the survivors of Ireland’s Great Famine? New Yorkers
£row up learning that Wall St. was named for an old Dutch wall.
That the United Nations was built on the site of a slaughterhouse.

But most people who stroll the park between Central Park Wegt and

the Great Lawn don't know that a school, three churches, fcqr ceme- |

ens of homes once stood on the site. .
lcr’li'l:?’?d aggxzn to change. Armed with ground-penctrating radar
and electronic sensors. srcheologists from City College and the New
York Historical Society have been conducting a 'Righ-tech hunt"for
the secreta of Seneca Village. All without yet turning over a single

ovelful of dirr. . . .
sl'lT‘l'le team will map the area this month. If evidence of artifacts,
structures or graves is found. permission to excavate will be request-
ed. The ultimate goal: commemorate Seneca Village and jts hidden
cameteries as sacred ground — marked off with a memarial garden
or a grove of trews,

“These are New Yorkers who've been Ignored, forgotten or treat-
ed as if they never existed,” said City College archeologist Diana
WAalL Yes, the city would be much the poorer without the treasure
that is the park — but acknowledgement is due thosa who were dis-
placed, or whote graves were lost, in order that it be developed.

Among us S

From the wires: RUSTON, La. (AP} — A Louisiana Tech professor
has patented a fungus that kills kudzu as well as other weeds.
Yeah, but what kills the fungus? . -

T Tewe

o2~ M oo

~Archaeologists to seek

Central Park remains
of Irish, African town

Using special radar and other
instruments to peer under Central
Park, a team of researchers and stu-

dents will search for the remains of
" -Seneca Village — one of the earli-.

‘est setilements in New York City
of African Americans and Irish
immigrants that may have been an
early center of political activism.
The remote sensing testing will
start as early as this week and will
continve for a period of two to
three weeks. )

From {825-57, Seneca Village was
one of the first significant communi-
ties of African-American property

owners, and included several hun--
- dred residents living.in simple hous-

es, three churches and a school. -

Approximately two-thirds of those ~
“who lived there were of African

descent, while the remainder were
Europeans, mostly Irish who had
emigrated to escape the Famine.

. The houses in the Village were
purchased and demolished by the
. City of New York under eminent
domain laws in order to permit the
building of Central Park,. - ..

but they were, in fact, homes bu:
in one of the few places Afric:
Americans were permitted to bu
land. Since the right to vote w:
only permitted to property owner:
the landowners may have bougt
the land in order to vote. Th
prospect of better understandin
life at Seneca Village interests th
research team.

The team is headed by Cynthi.
Copeland, intermediate and higt
school programs coordinator fo
the New-York Historical Society
Nan Rothschild, professor o

- anthropology at Bamard College
cand Diana Wall, professor o

anthropology at The City Collegc
of New York. .
In preparation for the survey, the
team has been examining hun-
dreds of tax records, death records.
deeds and old rewspapers, 10 map
out precisely where they expect
the foundations to be — in the area
of 82nd Street to 87th Strect on the
west side of the park. The team
aiso hopes to document the loca-

_ -" tion of several cemeteries; though
At ‘the time, ‘mewspapers

not to dig them up but to

com-
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Scientists use radar
to map razed village

By PAUL H.B. SHIN s . -
DALY HEWS STAFF WRITER 5l -l

Modern-day New Yurkers would be ’
hard pressed to imagine Manhattan with-
aul Central Park.

But the seemingly timeless master-
piece was built on the rubble of a once
bustting, all-but-forgouen neighborhoed.

Now a team of archeologists is probing
the subterranean depihs of this urban
sanctuary in search of secrets to one of
the earliest African-American and Irish-
American setilements in the city — all
without furning a shovelful of dirt

Researchers from the City College of
New York, Columbia University and the
New-York Historical Suciety are using
ground-penetrating radar to map out un-
derground remmants of Seneca Village —
an early 1Yth century community that
contained hundreds of houses, three
churches and a school.

»So far, 10 my knowledge, there hasn’t
been an extensive survey of Central
Park,” said City College archeologist Di-
ana Wall, who is leading the survey near
the W, 86th St. entrance with Columbia
University anthropologist Nan Roths-
child and New-York Historical Society cu-
rator Cynthia Copeland.

For three decades before it was razed
in 1857 to make way for the park, Seneca
Village was home to hundreds of African-
Americans snd [rish-Americans who pur-
chased tand in the then-rural area so they
could vote.

The tmportance of Seneca Village, as a
community and center for political ackiv-
ism, was often downplayed by champi-
ons of building the park, who belittled
the neighburhuod's.denizens as “insects”
and “squalters,” Copeland said.

Researchers pored through historical
documents — including tax records,
death records, deeds and old newspapers
— 1o choose areas most likely 1o yield old
structures.

The team bas survesed fve siles be-
lween B2nd amd Hfih S1s. on the west
side of the park since May 34, complering
their last scheduled field work yesterday.

The ground-penetrating radar is operat-
ed by two people, One moves an H-
shaped antenna along the ground ay the
uther, eyuipped with an instrument hack-
pack snd a laptop computer, records the
measurements, .

Like inferring the structure of o loif of
bread from its slices, a sublerranean map
up to 5 feet deep will be reconstructed in
the tafs.

“Nabody really knows whal's under
the pavement in New York, and Cemral
Purk is no exceplion,” sald Hoclal Jun
Venteeg, a geaphysicist frum Columbia’s
Lamont-Doherty Eurth Institute and the
survey's technical expert.

The rusearch ieam hopes ta huve & pre-
liminary wap by eary fall. if they find
what appears o e u significant artifuct,

they'il usk the city fur permission to dig, . -"-',g PRt L1 ,3, e \f)ﬁ ¥ PR :'
“whal's wonderful about this is it goes

pelatively quickly. and it attows you to pin- FRif[HTHININGRHEIVE Anthropotogy students Alicia Senia (1), Mna Finch {c) and

puint the greus that warrant further inves- — :
tigation,” Wall suaid. Siobhan Cooke hape to find Seneca Village remnants with ground-penetrating radar.

‘DAILY NEWS

Tuesday, June 27, 2000
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Oscar Olivo, left,
and Siobhin Cooke
used clectromagnet-
ic equipmen: last
week to produce a

contour map of gar
of Central Dark, be-
low. The light band
running through the
ceater and upper left
could indicate ram-
rants of a village, or
power iines,

By KAREN w. ARE:_\'SON .

J . T
“-%A sirolier entérs Central Park'thraigh

|

Mariner's Gate at 851k Street. She passes
2 piayground on her left and Summit
Rock on her righe. Turning left onto West
Drive, ske Crosses the bridle path and
feads toward the Great Lawn,

Before the Civi] War, the views were
very different. Wailting east op 85th
Streer, a strplier would sce farms and
stables., He would pass Al Angels’
Churck, the African Mezhodist Episcopal

Zion Church cemetery and the Alrican |

Union Methodist Churck.-There was ng -

Great Lawn; §5th Street ended at the

R R D R
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A Technological Dig

Scientists Seek Signs of Central Park Past

[} .

Croton Receiving *Reserveir, But that
was before Senccy Viliage, o Cummunity
of more than 250 people that once stood
between Seventh and Eight Avenues
from 82nd 1o 89th Streets, was razed to
make way for Centra] Park in 1857.

Eight years ago, when Diang Wall, a
proiessor of anthropology at City Col-
lege, learned of Seneca Village, she
asked the question any archaeologist
would ask: Is anything left of it under-
sround? Now she and a team of re-

Searchers are coming c!oscr_m_ answer.

Ing that question,

\ihough it is too early o say defini-

tively what their work adds up to, the

*.Former site’o

-SenecaViila

tesearchers say there is Mounting evi.

Aomorrow at 10 a.m. and dp.m

N S

-Ruby Washirgton/The New York Tir

dence that there are indeed some buijlg.
ing foundations underground, particular.
iy where AJl ARgels’ Church once stood.
They will present their findings in the
parx near the West 85th Street entrance

Since early June, Dr. wall angd other
Tésearciers have been poking and prod-
ding the gentle, grassy slopes of Centraj
Park wirq electrical curreats, electrg-
magnetic waves and graund—pcnetrar.ing
radar — everything but digging down,

Their goalis to use imaging techniques

_— 7

Continued on Page 28

A tcam of research-
ers has been
scarching for rem-
nants of a commu-
aity that was razed
to make way for
Central Park in the
19th century. The
maps show a village
site in 1856, far left,
and the park today.




Scientists Are Seeking Signs of Central Park’s I"ast

-
Continued Fiom i'age ]
AL

tradittonally applied to all flelds or

reancerous  lwhms 10 deletinine
wlicther there are any barilding Lo
datlons, skeleions or other physleal
rensalng fram the village.

A dig, ul course, wauld provide
more definltive ansuers. Ruat br.
Wall and the other researchers rec:
ognlzgd that a major excavation
among the park’s heavily populated
playgroungs and pathways sreined
unlikely to win stpport, an atlllude
reinforced by conveigatlons with
Parks Depastment olflclals.

seil, 14 the Seneca Village Invesii-
gotors (ind convincing evidence of
Phiysical romning, thay will seck pers
miaton 10 do some Hmited dhiRIng.
(the group slso includes Nan A,
frarhischild, an snihiropotony profes.
sor st fapacd;y Cymhitn H, Cupe-
land, an cxpadl on scaeca Viliape al
e New-York Histoaieal Socicty;
Raelied J, Versteeg, a penphysielst at

[

Columbia Unlvershy; Hethere Seip-
nuiel, o City Collepe goadunie s
dent; mid pine student interns.) ‘they
would logas on n few small spats that
Jook nusl prognising, ke a hnnse ov
a well thit might ylekd clavy tnw hat
people n1e or wore, and Wl site would
he covered over within days.

“1f we ent actialiy 4o seme o
chacolngy, we will be abile to say.
somethlug obout how peaple weire
Iiving there that cannot be discov.
cred in any other way,” Dr. Wall

sald.

Parks afficials aie noneommitial,
Alunn B1. Aova, first depuly commls:
sioner of parky, sald: *'Qur prefer-
ence I3 not to Jig up the park, bat it
wouid depend on the kind of evidence
tliey put forwnrd, 1fibwerea {ishing
wapadiition, | dow' ik wo wald ho
recepHve, Dut wi dun't want 1n 81 winl
In the way of science. We woulid have
1 bu convireedl int what they want
Wo o was In dhe st intedest ol
sclonce and the park.”

In 1901, the discovery of e IRt

century Negro Durlal Grmuwl nnd
the  palnstsking resoval of  the
praves deliayed construction of o fed
rral office tower in Lower Manhat-
L, i, Wall said her pioup dil vt
Want 10 €¥CAVALE Auy Rraves, bat
might want 1o mark or cHntHems.
rale (hem bk soine way.

Of alb e cmmnkles wpoatasl
Ly the creatlen af Ceaty Al ik, Sene
ecn Village was the largest ond most
densely  populited.  The  seven-
square-block aTea was home not only
to many free African-Ainericans In
e dreades before the Civil War, but
nbsa in a geptterhg of poor Trish and
Gernum lmmigrans.

I Iheir buok, " Tha Park nnd 1ha
Penple: A istory of Centend Park
(Carnell  Unlvershy PPress, 1991),
fny Roacnzwely  ood Fllenhuih
Wluckmar aegued that Seneca Vil
Jnge's Inhabitants weve nel the vogn-
Bads pml aguatters anpestedd by
fews pucaie ol the Hiae, bt &
stubie conmununity of warking people.

1lwea yems BRY, Ms. Cupelaad

Belped snount an exhibit un Seoeen

Villngte b the Hew-Yid distoehent

Soclety, The show wns such a hit tint

A people ghowed up tor nowalking

tnur of the Senpeen Villnge nen In

Centenl Pmk o scsvatanm,

Yet Ms, Copelaml whs oot sntls.
Tl e wanted nane physieal ovie
cletar e af Ahe v apoe eond Tre i o a0k
ter Dy Wl i Dir, Rethsehild nbant
wiys (g goiher 1L 71 con't lmagine
e elly without the pun k™ MA. Cope
L) anid, ""bait it does hnve n history,
and peaple can leara from "

e challenge, Dy, 1athschtld sald,
I thikingg shoud sy gasn woulil dly
an evolustion af whellier theie wns
auylhing there,"

With grants fiom Chy Collepe, Ua.
lenda Undversiy nid 1he Natlonal
Sclenea Foundatlan, My, Copelnml

 the tie mmalumamas pecnsbal

and tho two profexse sxpaied
ke tenm, Werking with e, Ver:
Meeg Al snather  propliysiclsy,
fhuca ftavmn, they dld sunio trink
v using  abovegrouml  sensing
teclmbyues. And, this sahier, they
ok on ke slniuer Inleins,

I intean® e~ an eclecile prodp
eonglng In ape {rom 18 1o aver 50—
tinve spenl weepa comblig through
Whh-cemury deeds, tnx recidy and
nrwypapesa, Clhey ave also e
vided pairh of e invacls 16 gather
the physleal dnta o park,

Tt work (n the pnik hegon in-
ouaplclonsly, JL rained lor twe dayn,
A dog Wil an hdess, Dol last week, ny
1w leres methmdicnity marked alf
n 30: by 40-mieter aren they waidcd 1o
investigate, the sun snilled.

MNavigating around glmg maple
trees pncd evergreens, the students —
Oscar Qllve Trom Columbin Anlvers
alky and Sloblidn Conke oo Bio-
uagd — oan il while mensul ng
1RDE Up And down g1 ASSy Taimps and
ever aprawling houlters to ik the
reseqrch niea, They diave thin met-
nl probes — 31 In )l = Inlo tha
ground nleng one sida ol the rectan.
ple, nnd mitached cach le a control
box wlis long wires,

1 an hour, Hiey collect rdd about 150
mensurements of tho electrical re-
siativity benenth tho ground. Then
they siarted agnin: unhcaking the
clips, inoving tha paobes, ventiaching
the clecirodes mvd waltlng same
more. The dnia weis baler enieredl
{nte comipulers nt the Mndd enpl:
e g bultllag at Columbia,

The Muddeims usedt nnother set of
equlpient lo mensure the growid
comluctivity wsing electomaguetic
wnves. As tha hees burred around
the clover at hier fect, Ms. Cooke
slopped every Lwo feer to call out
readings frent the box she way core
rylng with Iong poles siicking out
tran each alde. M. Ollve iecorded
each vendling,

At ihe gruup's base camp, under n
towesing ook toee, Mlua Finel, n Clty
Collega atikent e Denmmk, pme-
proed,do use growd penctinting o
dar 1e tnke ather rendings,

Mariun Masscy, & aenfor ot Leh-
man Coltege, carried the cumber-

Excavatlions in Manhattan

€ 05 Dinad Kleral, 1070.80
b fiest Inegprr senlo sllo 1o bo
excavhinil; acdilncls iwn

1 ovelaca' Tavmn sl Duich How

LU A

€} Drand Fimanciad Prazn, 1984
Uncnvesed potinns of Aupusline
Heenmaa® L /h eenluty
watelouso and arhilacls kom
Dutch homes,

€} 7 Manaver Square, 1981 Unin
171 century mbtacts hom Dulch
ad 1 ogtish Irsvos,

) Atslcan Uurdal Ground, 190192
IAlecentury comatery usnd by
Alricnn slpvas; rero than AR
intlivitlunta ercavated.

Q) 178 Wnlor Birast, 10843 Micl-

1 fHl o nbdey g
o T OB 1."{".1..','.'!’1-"'

Iyl b oxlendd Manhinitan
Ialnergd,

199 Waler Streel, 1901 Akfncla
Iren bate 101h conlury aivd aaily
19 cenbary.

£00 Peard Stroel, 1991 Adtilacis
from Germian, Itksh and Nakian

+ limementcdwelions by Aha Five

7 Pultts siuo

sunne 11-shapod antennne that would
recelve Wie rndar slpnnls aud send
e 1o the compuler Ms. FFlnch was .
cnrrylng. .

They paced- along  the Inpe,
stappied, and ihen irled again. The
equlpaient Swas vl Wehinvlop,

Abwer severnl hiles, Moy,
i ched over (o Liv, Versiceg,

“1'm sorry, oeted, but it just does-
n't wink,"” shin nnld.

“Mnyba  you'ia
vilies," he joked.

“1 had very liappy vibes when 1
sinried this,” she sald, .

As he scrulinired the laptoap, the
scyeen showed some data, Inclwling
signs of o fnpmation b e growd.
Could it be the outline of sorething
150 yenrs oli? Lr. Verstdrg wad
skeptlenl. Hls guesa: pqobably o wil
Ity {tse. 1bun, he aakded Inter, "tint's a
prellminary lnterpetntion.' '

0 al), tho greug hns inken sound-
Inp4 o nhauy 25,000 squara lect, or
niinit a tenth of Scneda Villnge,

Desplio the vdd-lvoking cquipment
1n the park, lew of 1he peopla passing
by seemed (o notlce the seientitis,

One who did was Steve Villnlobas,
o husky man In sunglasses walking n
silky chow tn a leash, “Any Iond
nlnes e a?™ ha yelled,

When told about the project, he
npplauded tie work and sakl ho
winill suppart a dig: 10 wouldn't
tother e there's n o of pok.”

{nieg g otlog tha datn is e lke
sulving n przle than rending n boak,
Firm, the duta must ba transformed
{nto camputerized maps that show

Flach

semtling  bad

‘ Lo
‘CIvHALL Y
JPARK: .
[

B LT TS TP
nrens where ther e secon 4o be digrugy
tons ar “anumalles’ it suggey
the presence of something solld In
e soil.

Fa iry 1o delermine whether the
snamatles are remapats ol Senee
Villupe or nuglein doy puwer Ilnrﬁ
thase jnaps must ba compnied wi
surveys lrom the 1B00's showing |
prope: 1y lnes and buildings, and 1oe
ceal onps showlng wheie ulilllr“
Hnes nre supposed 0 be, '

D, Versicep snys there 18 no more
cerinlaty b che datn than there Is Iy
a maummopram of a  womon'd
brensta. Itndar, for exnanple, does
w1 seep oy easty tirough Central
I'ark soil ns R doea through dry
desort annd, And unlike n spot In a
desert that has been untouched for
cedmiey, Centenl Pack by henvily
uned ina been landscaped nwd
1elmudscnped.

Alsa, soime af the wagnetle rend!
Inga appenr 19 have been nflected by
the nenihy sithway lhes, And, os Dr,
Yereeg cautloncd  the studenty,
* Jusi bocause you have autllily map
doesn'lL nmicon lt's ncourate.’”

He exploined that the maps weie
somellmes mislending because the
penple laying willily lines often redl-
pectedt Uiy when they cncotne ed
tockd aml pther ubatnries. .

1. Hotliachild snkl that even with:
out tha prennd rendlops, the docw-
mentany teacareh fined stied new gt
v e lives of the Seaecn Yilngc
lulimbltants,

*1 nsticed whita | was Inoking al
the deall records, that the Alriean-
Amerienus were g 1 hame while
the L sl nowd Gepiniy weae barn ob
lellevoe Hospital,' alha andd,

1t the tesearclicrs stll yeatn fn
1anglle ovidence of the past. They
kiaw they inva ue assugances tha
they whit ever he nlluwed Jn exca
vale, but they remnln hopeful,

Dr. Wall langhed, * 115 very pallel
enl” she sakd. *But 1 wonld like @
think It will bappen.”
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PANYC EVENTS COMMITTEE REPORT - November 15, 2000 - January 30, 2001

If any members have events which they would like listed, please contact Linda Stone by phone or fax at (212)888-3130 or by mail 249 E 48 St. #2B, New York,

EVENT SPEAKER DATE TIME LOCATION PHONE # FEE
Art and Culture of the Viking Age Fri 11/17 7:00 PM American Museum of Natural | 2{2-769-5176 $12 each,
History $35 series
Vikings Sagas and Social History Mon 11/20 7:00 PM American Museum of Natural | 212-769-5176 $12 each,
. History $35 series
Greenland Vikings Tue 11/28 7:00 PM American Museum of Natural | 212-769-5176 $12 each,
History $35 series
Glory of India: Archaeology and Ronjon Lahiri Tue 11/28 .00 PM National Arts Club-15 mail to Archaeology | $12
Architecture ' Gramercy Park South Magazine
Survivors of the Middle Passage: Jerome Handler Thurs 11/30 Barnard College 212-854-9011
Autobiographical Accounts by Enslaved
. Africans in British America
Vikings in North America o Tues 12/5 7:00 PM American Museum of Natural | 212-769-5176 $12 each,
History $35 series
Healing Waters: Utopian Responses to Dirt, | exhibit opens 12/1 South Street Seaport 212-748-8600 admission
Disease, and Disorder, 1890-1940 Museum, Melville Gallery,
213 Water St.
What Lies Beneath: Bronx Artifacts from exhibit thru semester Walsh Library, Fordam free
Manor to Mansion University -
Society for Historical Archaeology annual meeting 1/9-13 Long Beach University 562-424-0201 varies
Art and Empire City: New York, 1825- exhibit thru 1/17 Metropolitan Museum of Art | 212-923-3700 admission
1838
Gold of Nomads: Scythian Treasures from exhibit thru 1/21 Brooklyn Museum 718-638-5000 admission
Ancient Ukraine ‘
Anthropology and the New Reductionism Mon 1/29 7:30 PM New York Academy of 212-838-0230 free
Science, 2 E. 63 St. :
NY 10017.




If you are interested in joining PANYC or if you would like to subscribe to the PANYC Newsletter,
please complete the form below and return it to Linda Stone, PANYC Secretary, 249 East 48 Street, #2B,
New York, NY 10017

NAME:
ADDRESS:

T

PHONE: E-MAIL:

Please indicate preferred mailing address and check below as appropriate.
I wish to apply for membership to PANYC and would like to receive the application form
I wish to subscribe to the PANYC Newsletter (Fee $10)

Amount of additional donation to PANYC

-



John J. Kitleen
58 Garnsey Fiaca
B&”O!’d, NS G773

Chris Ricciardi
2073 New York Avenue

Brooklyn, NY 11210-5423
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